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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Community Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
Minutes  

6th June 2016 
 
PRESENT: Councillor A. Banks (Chair) 
 

Councillors: C.J.S. Atkins, J.D. Bull, D. Grocott, A. Hart,  
B.A. Hughes, K.J. Jackson, L.D. Lea, L.A Malyon, T. McNicol, 
C.W. Pearce, J.P. Redfern and P. Wood. 

 
APOLOGIES: Councillors: M.M. Lovatt, T. Riley and D.J.T. Shaw. 
 
ATTENDEES: Mike Grundy – Planning Policy & Development Control Manager, 

Staffs County Council. 
   Jeff Tucker – Connectivity Operations Manager, Staffs County 

Council. 
   Cllr. Oliver McGuinness – Transport Co-ordinator, Biddulph Town 

Council. 
 

1. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 21ST MARCH 2016 (1) 
 
DECIDED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Panel held on the 21st March 2016 

be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
  

2.  ITEMS CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING OF THE STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE 
AND CRIME PANEL HELD ON THE 15TH MARCH 2016 
 
DECIDED: That the items considered at the Meeting of the Staffordshire Police and 

Crime Panel held on 15th March 2016 be noted. 
 

3. URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS    
 

   There were none. 
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
 

 There were none made at this stage of the meeting. 
 
5. QUESTIONS TO PORTFOLIO HOLDERS  

 
There were none. 
 

6. FRACKING 
 
Mike Grundy – Planning Policy & Development Control Manager for Staffordshire 
County Council – attended and gave a slide presentation for members. The 
presentation was subsequently emailed to all SMDC Councillors. 
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6.      FRACKING (CONTINUED)          (6) 
 

The presentation summarised the subject of Fracking, covering the following general 
areas:- 

1. What is Fracking? 
2. Are there any Fracking sites in Staffordshire? 
3. Who would give permission to carry out Fracking in Staffordshire? 
4. How would Staffordshire County Council handle a planning application for 

Fracking? 
 

 Responding to member queries, Mike clarified the following points:- 
  

• Staffordshire featured low in the priorities for firms wishing to carry out Fracking, 
mainly due to the geological features of the area; 

• Recent proposals for Fracking in Yorkshire (approved) and Lancashire (refused) 
had attracted high levels of publicity. The fact that the site in Yorkshire was an 
existing mine was thought to have influenced the decision; 

• Fracking sites were viewed as temporary structures, requiring restoration after 
their 20 year lifespan. It would be Staffordshire County Council’s responsibility to 
ensure that this was completed satisfactorily; 

• Government guidance suggested that operators should make a Community 
Benefit payment of £100,000 per well site. Such payments would be controlled 
by way of legal agreements in a similar manner to those for Wind Turbines. 
Members felt that this payment should be ring-fenced for the community in 
question; 
 

Panel members thanked Mike for his time and effort in attending the meeting.  
 

7. COMMUNITY / BUS TRANSPORT SERVICE 
 

Jeff Tucker – Connectivity Operations Manager for Staffordshire County Council – gave 
an overview of the current situation with regard to transport provision in the 
Staffordshire Moorlands. Jeff’s notes were subsequently distributed to all SMDC 
Councillors as requested. 
 
Staffordshire’s total local bus public transport budget for 2016/17 was £2m, of which the 
Moorlands’ supported service was likely to cost around £543,000 or approximately 25%. 
The county-wide proportion of commercially-provided bus services stood at 85%, whilst 
this proportion was lower in the Moorlands area. Reflecting public expenditure generally 
there was downward pressure to reduce budgets wherever possible and this was part of 
the reason for some smaller operators no longer operating in the commercial sector. 
Another factor for this was the requirement for all drivers to possess a Certificate of 
Competence, at a cost of £800 per annum. 
 
Financial pressures, the need to obtain value for money and reduced cross-boundary 
support had caused the County Council to approach bordering County authorities to 
establish better working relationships. 
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7.      COMMUNITY / BUS TRANSPORT SERVICE (CONTINUED)     (7) 
 
It was noted that some Local Authorities had removed all supported services and 
provided only a small network of demand-responsive services. The ‘Bus Bill’ was 
making its way through Parliament which, when enacted, would help to strengthen 
partnerships in this field.  
 
Jeff stressed the ongoing need for information relating to the travel needs of the public 
so that service planning could be implemented. 
 
Responding to member queries, Jeff clarified the following points:- 
 

• That parents of children with special needs underwent a free ‘Statutory 
Entitlement Assessment’. Around 1900 cases were dealt with county-wide and 
attempts were being made to shape the process better. Financial pressures 
meant, however, that support for this could be lost altogether. Information on 
specific cases where support was lacking was requested in order to look at them 
closer; 

• The cost of operating a single bus was given as between £110,000 and 
£130,000 per annum, based on a 5 or 6 day week;  

• The use of ‘Staffordshire Youth Transport Cards’ and ‘OAP Bus Passes’ was 
encouraged wherever possible. Instances where cards were refused by drivers 
needed to be reported for investigation; 

• Occasions where buses were under-occupied for part of the journey were very 
often counteracted by the vehicles being much fuller at other stages of the 
journey; 

• There were odd instances where street equipment (Bus stops, raised kerbs etc) 
had been installed, only for the service to have been cancelled. This was an 
obvious embarrassment; 

• The County Council were able to facilitate meetings between operators; 
• Jeff would be able to work with Cllr. McGuinness (see item 8 below) on the 

matter of connectivity with buses and trains into Congleton station. 
 
Panel members thanked Jeff for his time and effort in attending the meeting. 
 

8.     BUS SERVICE – OVERVIEW AND SERVICE USER FEEDBACK 
 
 Councillor Oliver McGuinness – Transport Co-ordinator, Biddulph Town Council – 

introduced himself to members, confirming that he was appointed to the position 
following his election onto the Town Council in May 2015. The post of Transport Co-
ordinator had been vacant for around 15 years and he had been researching the 
subject since his appointment to the post.  

 
The differences between ‘Contracted’ and ‘Commercial’ operations had been clarified 
and one major issue that Cllr. McGuinness felt was a barrier to progress was that 
companies providing services were not allowed to talk to each other. Another issue  
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8. BUS SERVICE – OVERVIEW AND SERVICE USER FEEDBACK (CONTINUED) (8) 
 

causing failed connections was the use of Global Positioning Systems (GPS) on buses 
which meant that a tighter control was held and ensured that buses had to depart from 
a particular stop at a particular time. If another bus was due to arrive at that stop prior to 
that departure time but was late, there appeared to be no leeway for the original bus to 
wait, thus resulting in a failed connection. 
 
Panel members thanked Oliver for his time and effort in attending the meeting. 
 

9. WORK PROGRAMME 
 
 Members considered the Work Programme for the remainder of 2016/17 and agreed 

the items listed. The following items were suggested for future meetings:- 
 
 Councillor Malyon requested the addition of ‘The Lengthsmens’ Scheme’ and ‘Visit by 

Matthew Ellis – Police & Crime Commissioner’ to the programme. It was agreed to add 
both items. 

 
 Councillor Atkins asked whether this was the appropriate panel for ‘Heritage Landscape 

Impact Assessments’ to be added, as these were due for completion in the near future. 
Mark Trillo (Executive Director and Monitoring Officer) confirmed that the assessments 
would be considered by the Local Plan Steering Group prior to reporting directly to 
Council.   

 
 At this point, Councillor Hart declared an interest in any matters pertaining to the Local 

Plan and left the room. 
 
DECIDED:  That the Panel’s Work Programme for 2016/17 be agreed. 
 
 

 
 

The meeting closed at 3.50p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Chair     Date 
 


